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Up  on  Uncle  Sam* a National  Forests,  the  Foxeat  Ranger  le  the 
man  who  is  manager  of  a ranger  dlstrlot  that  may  be  all  the 
way  from  100,000  to  250,000  acres  in  8izeo‘  That's  a pretty 
big  piece  of  grovind  for  any  man  to  look  after,  and  when  its 
management  involves  the  protection  and  the  proper  handling  of 
vitally  important  resources  and  the  supervision  of  a wide 
variety  of  activities,  you  can  realize  that  the  Forest  Ranger's 
Job  is  some  Jobo  In  his  stewardship,  the  ranger  is  responsible 
to  the  Forest  Supervisor  who  is  in  charge  of  a National  Forest 
embracing  perhapa  half  a dozen  ranger  districtse 

At  the  Pine  Cone  Ranger  Station  today  we  find  that 
Supervisor  Bert  Ellsworth  and  Jim  Robbins  have  Just  finished 
up  a detailed  inspection  of  the  Pine  Gone  district  to  see  if 
everything  is  up  to  stsuadardo  How  did  they  find  it?  Well, 
let's  tune  in  at  the  Ranger  Station  and  see  — here's  Jim  in 
the  office;  Jerry's  Just  coming  in: 

(COMING  UP)  Well,  Jim,  did  you  and  the  Supervisor  finish 
insepcting  everything? 

(CRISPLY)  Not  quite,  - but  Bert  had  to  go  back  to 

Willow  Glen  this  aftemoono 

I 8 'pose  you've  got  about  forty-nine  dozen  black  marks  on 
me.  after  all  this  checking  up^ 

Maybe  - more  or  lesso  — I reckon  I might  as  well  check  up 
on  your  files  here,  now,  while  we're  at  ito 
(GLUMLY)  I guess  you'll  find  them  all  right,,  anyhowo 
We'll  see j 
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BEE: 

JIMS 
BESS  3 

JIMS 

BESSS 

JERRY? 

IMS 


JERRY? 

Jim 

JERRY? 

JIMS 

JERRY? 

JIMS 

JERRY? 

fSOMD  OF 
JIMS 


(COMING  up)  Oh,  you’.xe  in  early,  Jim-  Did  MTo  Elleworth 
leave? 

Yeso  He  had  to  get  hack  to  Willow  Glen,, 

I seeo  I°ll  hurry  and  get  supper  ready,  Jim:,  I didnH 
expect  you  home  bo  early,. 

No  hurry,  Bessu 

Well,  I oil  start  things  anyhoWo  I know  you oil  toe  hungry o 
Jerry© 

Doggone  right© 

How  did  you  get,  along  with  that  timtoer  marking  ^oto^  while  . 
Bert  and  I were  out?  I want  to  get  it  marked  before  we  get 
another  enowo 

Pretty  fair  I°ve  got  enough  marked  to  keep  the  cutters  going 
for 'a  couple  of  monthSp  anyhow, 

I hope  you  did  a little  better  Job  of  sele^^tion  this  time 
than  last© 

What  was  wrong  with  that! 

Well,  I noticed  a couple  of  spike»tops  you  missed',  . 

Well,  anybody’s  liable  to  overlook  one  now  and  then,  Jim, 
(CURTLY)  Maytoe  so,  but  you  know  every  one  left  is  an  indicato 
of  inefficiency 

Yeah,  I guess  thatos  true©  I guess  I^d  better  give  this 
last  marking  the  onoe-over  again© 

RUSTLING  PAPERS) 

Uh  huh  — You  haven’t  posted  the  last  e^ense  account, 
have  you.  Jerry? 
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J3DRRY; 

JIMS 

jams 

JXMS 

JERRYS 

JIMS 

jerry: 

JIM: 


jerry: 

JIMS 


jerry; 

jim: 

jerry: 

JIM: 


JERRY: 

JIM: 


(HEQITATIMaLY)  Yes  1 think  bo,. 

(curtly)  The  tTavol  reooyd  card  dohH  show  Ito 
X I might  have  forgotten  to  make  the  entryo’ 

?/eXl,  not  on  the  oardo  Here*  Post  it  now« 

Sure,!  Whereas  the  memorandum  copy  of  the  account?  (PAUSE) 

Here  It  iSo 

Hm  --  the  files  seem*  to  be  In  pretty  fair  shape  othexwiseo 

I thought  you*d  find  *em  almost,  rights 
Uh  huh  (stern)  I®m  going  to  make  up  an  inspect ion 
memorandum  later,  but  maybe  we'd  better  go  over  some  of  tbe 
discrepancies  I found  right  now  while  we're  on  the  subject, 
(GLim)  Go  ahead,  I s'pose  I've  got  plenty  of  short-oomings,' 
Well,  starting  with  Fire  Control,  seeing  as  that's  our  chief 
concern  - I found  the  fire  detection  map  at  Bald  Peak  Lookout 
out  of  orientation  about  two  degrees  again* 

Huh?  We  fixed  that  once©  That®s  why  some  of  those  fires 
werenH  where  Pete  located  *8m  on  the  map©' 

(GRUFFLY)  Pete  admitted  that  he®d  moved  the  map  when  ae 

repaired  the  table© 

The  darned  mutt.  Why  didn't  he  report  it  so  X oould've 
oriented  it  correctly? 

(CURTLY)  It®s  one  of  your  responsibilities,  Jerry,  to  see 
that  those  maps  are  kept  correctly  placed©  Otherwise  our 
whole  scheme  of  fire  detection  isn*t  worth  a pennyo 
(GLUM)  Yeah,  I know© 

You  handled  the  last  few  fixes©  How  come  you  didn’t  pick  it 
up  right  away? 
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JSaRY! 


JIMS 


jerry: 

JIMS 


* 

jerry: 


JIMS 


JERHYS 


JIMS 


JERRY: 

JIMS 


» 


Goet,  It  just  didn't  enter  my  Head  that  Pete  would  molest 
that  map  agaiUo  I told  him  positively  not  to  change  the 
poei'tloxi  of  ■tiiat  niap© 

(STERHLY)  Well 9 lie  move  it  - and  our  fire  detection 
on  tlae  White  Butte,  Cloud  Peak  and  Pine  Creek  fires 
might ®ve  been  materially  affeotedo 
I»ll  -watch  it  closer  ai^ter  this,  Jim®' 

All  right  and  right  in  line  with  that,  I found  the  Spring 
Creek  fire  tool  cache  in  bad  orderG 

I can«t  figure  that  out.  We  haven»t  used  those  tools  this 
summer  on  any  fire,  Jim,  and  last  time  I checked  that  box 

{■ 

it  -was  up  to  staxidard  requirements© 

Well,  some  one  had  broken  the  seal,  and  used  the  axe,  and 
took  all  of  the  oil  out  of  the  lantern  and  can©  When  did 

you  check  it  last? 

Well  - uh  - le-t'B  see  - it  was  - uh  - niayhe  I've  got  the  date 
in  my  diary.  (RUSTLES  P&PSR)  I guess  ay  diary  don't  show  It, 
but  it  wasn*t  so  long  ago®'' 

It  wasn*t  eh?  It- appeared  to  me  it*d  been  that  way  several 
weeks o We* re  expected  not  only  to  keep  our  equipment  In 
order,  you  know,  but  to  apprehend  anybody  tampering  with 

Government  property® 

Gosh I guess  it*s  too  late  now©- 

Mayb©  not©  I made  a few  notes  that  might  help  us  fina  -who 
did  it,  yet© 


» 
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jerry: 

JIMS 

jerry: 

JIMS 

jerry: 

JIMS 

JERRY: 

JIM: 

JERRY: 

JIMS 

jerry: 


JIMS 


Well,  I°ll  the  “box  in  ehape  right  away,  JizQo 
All  righto'  Hmrom  - let'^e  eeeo  Yes,  and  there tnat  Wagon 
Canyon  Roado  The  drainage  seems  to  have  been  neglected 
WasnH  that  one  of  your  jobs? 

We  cleared  all  those  culverts  once,  but  tnat  heavy  rain 
blocked  -some  of  *em  and  besides  we  ran  out  of  maintenance 
funds 

But  just  the  same  a little  work  there  would  have  saved  that 
stretch  on  the  lower  endi> 

Well,  I*d  have  cleared  that  culvert  if  that  early  snow  hadnH 
come,  and  caused  us  so  much  extra  work  with  the  sheep  - 
Well,  you'd  better  get  at  that  repair  job  in  the  next  few  days® 
If  you  don't,  the  spring  freshets  will  take  out  the  whole 
road~bedJ  (RUSTLES  PAPER)  Let's  see  ».  Timber  Management  - 
Lands  - Range  Managemento  Didn't  you  do  some  range 
inspection  over  on  the  north  end? 

Yeaho  , 

Well,  some  of  your  ranges  up  there  don't  look  so  hot., 

Those  two  dry  spells  hit  them  pretty  hard® 

Were  you  getting  the  proper  amount  of  riding  done  by  the 
herders? 

Yes,  the  riders  they  had  with  the  cattle  this  year  were 
pretty  faithful,  but  some  of  those  old  cows  won't  stay  any 
place  but  along  the  creek  bottoms^ 

I know  that,  but  it's  up  to  us  to  get  the  stockmen  to  keep  them 
off  those  flats  and  not  let  them  become  overgrazedo 


jerry: 

’ JIMS 

o jerry: 

JIMS 

O JERPys 
JIMS 

, JERRY? 
JIMS 

JERRY: 


JIMS 

JERRYS 

JIMS 

JERRYS 

JIMS 
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Well,  I was  trying  all  tlie  time,  Jim«  (HALF  EEARTEDLY)  But 
it®s  a tough  jobc  I talked  to  *em  *till  I was  black  in  the 
face  o 

(STERHLY)  The  Supervi sox,  will  have  to  cut  down  on  the 
numbers  of  stock  permitted  if  they  don^t  do  itj  and  it®s  up  to 
us  to  make  the  stockmen  understand  it<» 

1*11  keep  working  on  * emo 

(RUSTLES  PAPER)  I guess  that*s  about  all  just  now^*  Let  *8 

see  your  diary,  «^errye 

Here  it  iSo  It's  right  up  to  da.te  this 

s 

It  should  be®  You  re  ei^jeoted  to  write  it  every  day?, 

(RUSTLES  PAPER)  y 

I do®  I*ve  been  keeping  it  up  pretty  well,  I tl'dnk.n, 

It  looks  all  rights  I see  you  charged  all  this  week*£  work 
to  Timber  Sales®  DidnH  you  do  anything  else  but  the  marking? 
Hope©  That  is  — . well,  I did  ?)rrite  some  free  use  permits 
for  wood  and  <—  oh,  yes,  I painted  the  fir©  tool  box  up  at 
the  campground© 

(STERh)  If  you  used  a half->hour  on  either  of  those  Jobe 
you  should  have  charged  it  to  the  proper  activity© 

I guess  I did  use  about  that  much  time  in  painting  the  bos 
and  checking  the  tools®  . 

You  didn*t  show  either  Job  in  your  diary© 

I didn®'t  think  it  was  important  enough  to  put  it  doiro^ 

How  do  you  have  a correct  cost  accounting  if  you  don*t 
charge  everything  you  do? 


* 
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JBJRRYS 

BESSS 

JIM: 

jerry: 

(MUSICAL 

BESS: 

jerry; 

•BESS: 

jerry; 

BESS: 

jerry: 

BESS; 

jerry: 


BESS: 


jerry; 


(hastily)  1 guesB  tiiat'e  right.-^  Here,  I guess  I®d  better 
fix  it,  xigbt  liowo  (GLUM)  — is  there  anything  I ever 

did  right* 

(COMING  UP)  Supper  is  about  ready,  Jim,' 

All  right,  Bess,.  (CHEERILY)  Well,  Jerry,  are  you  ready 
to  take  on  a little  grub? 

(glum)  X guess  eO;^ 

INTERLUDE) 

Oh,  Jerry  - 
What,  Mrso  Robbins? 

Jerry,  you  didn’t  seem  very  hungry  at  supper  timer,  Weren’t 
the  biscuit 8 good? 

Sure,  Mr  So  Robbins,-  Everything  was  swell-  ^ 

- But  you  didn’t  eat  hardly  anything-)  Aren’t  you  feeling  well? 
Sure,  I’m  all  right  - but  — 

But  what? 

(GLUM)  Oh  - Jim’s  been  bawling  me  out  about  everything 
xmder  the  sun,.  Gosh,  it  seems  like  everything  I do  is 
wronge  You  work  like  the  dickens  and  nobody  every  appreciates 
it,  but  the  minute  you  slip  up  on  something  everybody 
3umps  on  yoUr, 

Why,  Jerry,  you  mustn’t  get  discouraged  that  way©  I'^m  sure 
Jim  and  Mr®  Ellsworth  both  appreciate  all  the  work  you’re 
doing©  They’re  just  anxious  to  have  everything  done  just  as 
well  as  possible  , you  know® 

you 

Yeah,  I s’pose  so,  but  they  might  give/ a little  credit  for 
trying  once  in  a v/hileo 
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( KNOCK  on 
BS3S: 

JERRY*. 

(SOUND  OF 

imYt 

BESS; 

JERRTS 

MARY: 

BESS: 

MARY; 


jerry; 


MARY; 

jerry; 

BESS: 

jerry: 

MARY: 

jerry: 

BESS: 


DOOR) 

There* e someone  at  the  door,  Jerry.  1 imagine  it's  “ary 
Halloway^ 

Yeati  (LOUDER)  Oome 

door  opekino) 

(CDMINO  IN)  Hello,  everybody » 

Gtood  evening,  Mary  oome  rigiit  in* 

Hello,  Mary* 

Have  you  finished  your  supper? 

Yes,  we're  all  through,  Mary,  but  can't  1 fix  you  eomethiagt 
Oh  no,  tharJcB,  Mrs.  Robbins.  I've  had  mine  already.  I just 
thought  that  if  Jerry  wee  through  - Kid  if  he  wasn't  too 
busy  - maybe  he'd  walk  down  to  the  village  with  me.  It's  so 
nice  out  tonight © Will  you,  Jerry? 

(STILL  glum)  Well  - I - I'm  Icinda  tired  tonight,  Mary  - 
I — if  you  don't  mind  ~ I'd  kinda.  like  to  j^st  stick  here 

and  — 

Has  ‘ something  gone  wrong,  Jerry? 

Ho  - only  - i guess  I don't  feel  so  special  tonight.. 

Maybe  a little  walk  would  do  you  good,  Jerry  - and  a chance 
to  chat  with  some  of  the  younger  folks  down  in  the  village.; 

I guess  I just  don't  feel  like  talking  with  anybody  tonights 
(UHGERTAIH)  Oh  - well  - uh  - maybe  I'd  better  be  running 

alongo 

Ho  - stick  around,  Mary© 

Yes,  do  stay  awhile,  Maryo  Maybe  you  oan  cheer  him  up.. 
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I 


(KIOCE  ON  DOOR) 

BESSo  Thero®s  someone  else  at  tlie  doorf. 


(GOING  OFF) 


I°ll  see  who 


It  iBo 

(SOUND  OF  DOOR  OPENING) 

(off)  Good  evening j,  ma^amo  Is  the  Ranger  in? 

(OFF)  Tee,  Mr«  Robbins  is  here,,  Come  right  iao  (CALLS) 


VISITORS 

BSSSS 


JIHS 

BESSS 

JIMS 

• VISITORS 
JIMS 

VISITORS 


Ohj  Jim« 

(OFF)  Yes? 

There *B  a gentleman  here  to  see  you. 

(COMING  UP)  All  right..  Howdy  sir, 

Good  evening,  Ranger 

Oh^  it»s  Mrc,  Bain,,  I didn’t  recognize  you, 

X was  up  to,  see  your  assistant  last  week,  youxemember,  about 
that  special  use  permit  for  a cabin  site? 


J xM* 

\’’ISIT0RS 


JIMS 

VISITORS 


Yes,  we  sent  in  the  report  on  that^ 

I received  the  permit,  so  X ran  up  to  see  if  you  could  help 
me  .get  a set  of  cabin  logs « I’ve  already  talked  with  your 
assistant,  Mr*  ^^uiek,  about  it.- 

Sureo  We’d  be  glad  tOo  Come  in  the  office  here,  and  I’ll 
make  up  the  sales  permit  right  awayo 

I hat©  to  bother  you  at  night,  but  I’ve  (GOING  OFF)  got  to 


get  back  to  Willow  Glen  as  soon  as  poBslble^ 

, (SOUND  OF  DOOR)  (PAUSE) 

^ JERRY:  That’s  the  fellow  that’s  getting  a suianer  home  permit  up  at 

the  Forks 0 

BESSS  He  seems  to  be  a very  nice  mano 


p8.^@  XX 


JERRYS  Well,  I v/ent  to  a lot  of  trouble  getting  him  fixed  upj> 

but— well,  folks  never  seem  to  appreciate  anything  like  that. 
Alv;ays  Imposing  on  youo  X don*t  see  why  they  can*t  oome 
during  regular  office  hourso 

BE36S  I guesa  for  a Ranger  there’s  no  such  thing  as  regular  hourse 

JERRY:  I should  say  uoto  Well,  X hope  he’s  satisfied  when  Jim 

gets  through  with  him,  anyhow^. 

(SOUND  OF  DOOR) 

JIM:  (off)  Well,  X guess  that  oughta  fix  you  up,  Mr^  BaiHt, 

VISITPR:  (COMING  UP)  Yes  indeed.  1 appreciate  this  favor  a lot^ 

Mr,.  Robbins.  And  I’m  sorry  to  bother  you  so  much,  but  this 
was  the  only  chance  X had  to  stop  by  here,. 

JIH:  (up)  Glad  to  accommodate  you,  sir^c 

VISITORS  And  X want  to  tell  you,  too,  MXo  Robbins,  that  you’ve  got  a 
mighty  fine  assistant  — that  young  Mr<,  ^uiok^  He’s 
certainly  been  helpful  and  accommodating  to  me  in  fixing 
up  this  permit c> 

jms  Well,  I think  Jerry’s  an  up  and  coming  young  ranger,  all  right 

my  self  o ^o  tell  the  truth,  Mr.^  Bain,  X wouldn’t  trade  him 
for  any  other  young  fellow  in  the  whole  Serviceo 

VISITOR:  I don’t  blame  you,,,  Well  good  ni^t  - and  thanks,  Mxo  Robbins 

JIH:  Good  night  sir 

(DOOR  CLOSES) 

JIM;  (calls)  Oh,  Jerry  - 

JERRY:  (off)  Yeaht 

jll£;  That  fellow  just  paid  you  a bit  of  a complimented 
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' I . JERRY: 
JIM: 

! , JERRY: 
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, MARYS 

JEBRYS 
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I 
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‘ (FADEOUT) 
AieoUNCER: 
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1 


} 


) 


•• 


IS 

(up)  Yeah,  I heard  liiiUa  I heard  what  you  said  too,  Jim^. 
Did  you  mean  it? 

(CHUCKLES)  Well,  I generally  aim  to  mean  what  I say,  sone 
Well  - you  kinda  took  the  starch  outa  m©  this  afternoon  - 
hut  (LAUGHING)  Say,  I®m  feeling  a lot  better  ?>  (CALLS) 
Hey,  Mary | 

(off)  Yes,  Jerry? 

(ENTHUSIASTIC)  What  was  that  you  were  saying  about  taking 
a walk?  Lef’s  all  take  a walk  - it®s  a sv^ell  night  outo 
Gome  on,  Jim|  Come  on,  Mrso  Robbins  E 


Well,  the  depression’s  over,  I guess,  so  far -as  Jerry  is 
concernediv 

We  have  a note  from  the  United  St8.tes  Forest  Service  that 
'Sill  interest  you  folks®  Here  it  isS 

At  the  close  of  the  season  of  greatest  fire  danger  in  most  of 
the  western  National  Forests  brings  with  it  a new  record  in 
number  of  fires  so  far  this  year®  Up  to  the  middle  of  last 
month,  the  Forest  Service  had  fought  more  than  10,000  fixes,  an 
increase  of  3,330  over  the  annual  average  for  the  preceding 
three  yearso  In  spite  of  the  worst  hazards  ever  experienced  on 

many  of  the  Forests,  however,  the  Forest  Service,  aided  by  the 
presence  of  thousands  of  CCC  boys  and  other  emergency  workers, 
and  by  the  new  protection  facilities  which  have  been  completed, 
was  able  to  hold  the  losses  to  a relatively  low  figure, 
compared  to  other  bad  yee.rse  Area  burned  in  the  National 
Forests  amounted  to  532,980  acres,  compared  to  a 3 year 
average  of  374,373  acres,  and  to  a loss  of  640,000  acres  in 
1331,  the  last  year  of  comparable  hazard® 

(more) 


j •> 


AKKOU1I0ER5  Tile  forces  of  nature  subjected  tiie  forests  to  a double  attack 
this  year,  first  drying  out  some  of  tbe  regions  to  an  unprecedented  degree, 
and  then  storming  the  defenses  with  » dry  lightning  in  alxiost  rainless 
electric-^storme,  and  with  hot  winds,  giving  the  Forest  Service  some  of 
its  worst  battles  since  1910o  The  number  of  lightning  storms  increased 
practically  100  percent  over  the  3-year- average^' 

More  significant,  however,  was  the  increase  in  man-caused 
fires  —some  1,300  more  than  the  3-year  average®  It  may  be  many  years 
before  lightning  again  sets  as  many  fires  as  it  Jias  this  year,  says  the 
Forest  Service,  and  apparently  human  nature  remains  the  biggest  factor 
in  prevention  and  control  of  fires, f The  increase  in  man-caused  fires  is 
laid  primarily  to  carelessness  of  campers  and  smokers  in  the  forests^' 

Dry  woods  and  weather  increased  the  chances  that  carelessly  tossed 
matches  and  tobacco  or  unguarded  campfires  would  ignite  the  tinder  of  the 
forest,.  Eow  to  bring  home  to  the  public  the  necessity  for  care  with  fire 
in  the  woods  is  one  of  the  most  perplexing  problems  before  the  Forest 
Service.:, 

The  last  few  weeks  saw  substantially  decreased  fire  hazards 
in  most  of  the  western  regions,  although  conditions  in  some  spots  continue 
critical.  In  the  forests  east  of  the  Great  Plains  to  the  Atlantic^ 
there  was  some  increase  in  hazards  which  may  be  accentuated  as  the 
leaves  fall.^ 

Eext  week.  Uncle  Sam*s  Forest  Bangers  will  be  with  us 
again.)  This  program  is  presented  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Companyp 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  United  States  Forest  Service? 
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